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Jackson Meadows opens  

 

(From left) Recreation Facility Superintendent 
Ken Copher and Facility Ranger Larry Lundell 
work to repair a leak.  

The harsh winter caused damage around our upper divi-
sion facilities, and conditions have delayed the opening to 
the recreation season around Jackson Meadows.  
 
Typically, the primary recreation season runs from Memo-
rial Day through Labor Day, depending on snow levels. 
This year, people are just now able to access the area.  
 
Our crew has been making sure NID property is secure 
and everything is ready to welcome campers, hikers and 
fishers. The focus has been on getting the potable water 
system online.  
 
During a check of the system, when a leak was detected, 
our recreation crew was on it, finding the source and mak-
ing repairs. 
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The June 21 Chili Cookoff combined competitive team games and chili tasting to create a quality experience 
with colleagues. 
 
The chili took center stage. Sixteen employees cooked up their favorite recipe. The competition was intense, 
with very close standings. After co-workers voted for their favorites, 1st-place honors were announced. The 
winners received four hours of leave. 
 
Congratulations to the winners: 

Employee Chili Cookoff heats up with delicious competition! 

Thor Larsen, Water Resources Superintendent, and Barbara 
Wibberley, Customer Service Representative II, choose 
among the various chilis. 

Steven Haack, Senior Water Distribution Operator, 

samples an entry. 

Ý Traditional Chili- Elizabeth Montejano (Payroll Technician) 

Ý Vegetarian Chiliï Trevor Moore (Hydro Compliance Technician) 

Ý White Chili- Katie Kemp (Office Assistant II) 

Ý Cornbreadï Melissa Pelton (Cashier) 
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Cornhole. NID Trivia. Tower Build. Operation Calculation. Governance. Ax Throwing.  
 
 
Ahead of the chili tasting, employees teamed up to compete in six different challenges.  
 

The challenges required different skill sets, which are the necessary learned abilities to perform a job. Ex-
amples are physical hand-eye coordination, critical thinking, problem solving. Itôs what we use everyday to 
get our work done successfully. 
 

This day, skills were put to the test in a different way. The teams tapped the strengths of their members and 
sent them off to participate in specific games. 
 

Winners earned tickets to vote for their favorite chili and cornbread entries. The more they one, the more 
voting power they received! In addition, GM Jennifer Hanson gave the winning team members the rest of 
the day off. 

Employee Chili Cookoff: teamwork pays off in six competitions 

(From left) Steven Peden, Utility Worker II; Mitchell Wheeler, Utility Worker I; Justin Koster, Senior Hydro Plant 
Operator; Jeff Farmer, Hydro Electrical Machinist I; Valerie Kinnan, Accountant II; Joanne Phillips, Management 
Assistant-Engineering; Ted Blank, Hydro Compliance/Protection System Specialist; Logan Sheftal, Utility Work-
er I; Declan Maloney, Utility Worker I; Gene Presley, Senior Water Distribution Operator; Mason Ciafardoni, 
Utility Worker I. 

From GM Jennifer Hanson: It is great to see everyone get together, get to know folks from other de-
partments, and show off your many skills. Way to go Team 5! 
 

Thanks for the organization team who made the event happen: Director of Power Systems Keane Som-
mers, Hydro Administrative Analyst Kathryn Schwartz, Safety Technician Cindy Ware and all the volun-
teers, cooks, and supporters who made this event successful! 
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Employee Chili Cookoff Challenges 

Tower-building: Kevin Mundt, Senior Utility Worker, and 

Equipment Operators Ken Bartsch, and Eric Lauer 

Cornhole: John Grande, Senior Water      

Distribution Operator 

Cornhole: Frank Reina, Water Distribution Operator II 

NID Trivia: (Center) Sandra Dunlap, Finance Director, reads 

questions to team members (left to right) Neysa King, Environ-

mental Resources Administrator; Wade Townsend, Senior  

Survey Technician; Cameron Townsend, Environmental      

Resources Technician and Davin Chittock, Utility Worker. 
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Employee Chili Cookoff challenges 

Cornhole: Rod McGee, IT Technician 

Tower-Building: Thomas Kluge, Senior Hydro Systems 

Technician 

Tower-Building: Glen Alexander, Water   

Distribution Operator 

Ax Throw: Jason Gates, Equipment Operator 
















